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Wright Brothers Make History

The 1903 “Wright Flyer” the first 
plane by The Wright Brothers

Tom Tate with Drum fish standing in front of a 1900 glider. 
Library of Congress

Although aviation was a groundbreaking  achievement 
to humanity, it was also a very dangerous feat!



Background
Turn of the 20th century- Planes were making headlines!

Ithaca Daily Journal, 6 January 1912 – Page 9

● Soon the reliance on air travel had 
impacts beyond people.

● The quest for the shiniest, newest, 
airports did immense damage on 
the surrounding environment that 
are still seen today.

● The new mode of travel brought 
about large shifts in society. 

1953 Tompkins County History Center



Ithaca Airports 
Looking for a field to fit a runway is no easy task.

Ithaca was up for the challenge.

Present day
 Ithaca Tompkins International AirportMap of New York State, location of Tompkins County



Ithaca Municipal Airport
1914-1948

● Located west of downtown Ithaca
○ Near the inlet of Cayuga Lake

● Thomas Brothers Aeroplane co. established 
flying school in 1915

● Former airport site is present day Cass Park
○ Original airplane hangar renovated in 

1975



* Infrastructure and environmental impacts resulting in the need to 
move to Lansing and give us the Cass Park we have today*

Topographic look at Municipal airport site

Map via https://en-gb.topographic-map.com/

https://en-gb.topographic-map.com/map-lkq3q/City-of-Ithaca/?center=42.45645%2C-76.51443&zoom=15&base=4&popup=42.45591%2C-76.51447


Making way for a runway
Just Peachy

6/30/1956 courtesy of Tompkins 
County History Center 

While it may seem obvious, airports 
take up space and it was not just 
empty space, the plants and animals 
that inhabited the landscape were 
removed in the name of aviation.
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● First cinder block structure in Ithaca. 

11/3/1957 courtesy of Tompkins 
County History Center 

11/11/2021 Article via https://ithacavoice.org

Nature has other plans…



Improvements In Lansing



Planning Lansing

● Original site proposed: Dryden Road 
(competing with a new landfill site) 

○ Delays over this fight are 
predicted to “cost taxpayers 
millions” 

○ Delays allowed garbage to pile 
up before needing to be moved 
elsewhere for disposal for 
airport construction

● Architect Egnar claimed the goal in his design was to make an airport that 
would last for many years whilst respecting the past. 



Water and Planes

10/24/1990 courtesy of 
Tompkins County History Center 

Map via https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Land-cover-types-of-New-York-State-

What role does biome play 
in airport construction?



Unintended Consequences
What are the costs of bigger and better airports?

Cars to planes, and back again

3/26/1994 courtesy of Tompkins 
County History Center (S-320-a)

1994 Tompkins County History 
Center (S-338-a)

Since it’s opening, the airport 
was seeing the most flyers 
during the mid 1990s. 

The increase in flyers, meant 
increased desire for efficiency.

During the winter, de-icing fluid 
was used on the runways to 
make takeoff and landing 
possible. 

1994 Tompkins County 
History Center (S-338-a)



Solutions

3/26/1994 courtesy of Tompkins 
County History Center (S-320-a)

Responding to The runoff 
Problem

1994 Tompkins County 
History Center (S-338-a)



And yet…



2000s to Today

-2019, the airport underwent a 
large “expansion and 
modernization project”

-doubled the size of the terminal.

-$34.8 million project that added 
amenities: a new café and bar, 
outdoor seating area, additional 
gates and jet bridges, an indoor 
playground, conference rooms, 
and a pet relief area

The airport covers 531 acres with two runways: one 
asphalt runway (6,977 feet) and a turf runway (2,018 
feet)

Ithaca Tompkins International 
Airport. "About." Fly Ithaca, 
https://flyithaca.com/information/abo
ut/. Accessed 22 Apr. 2025.

https://flyithaca.com/information/about/
https://flyithaca.com/information/about/
https://flyithaca.com/information/about/


The airport plays a significant role in supporting the 
local economy by: 
-facilitating business travel
-tourism, 
-cargo transport. 

-It partners with: 
-local businesses, 
-educational institutions,
-community organizations 
to promote economic growth and regional 
development

-Recent terminal renovations have incorporated 
energy-efficient systems, and we continue to explore 
innovative ways to minimize our environmental impact.

Economics/Sustainability Today

Tompkins County. Ithaca Tompkins 
International Airport. Tompkins County 
Government, 
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/Resident-
Services/Ithaca-Tompkins-International-Airpo
rt. Accessed 22 Apr. 2025

https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/Resident-Services/Ithaca-Tompkins-International-Airport
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/Resident-Services/Ithaca-Tompkins-International-Airport
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/Resident-Services/Ithaca-Tompkins-International-Airport
https://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/Resident-Services/Ithaca-Tompkins-International-Airport


Fuel Burned 
1960-2020

Zheng, X. S., & Rutherford, D. (2020). 
Fuel burn of new commercial jet 
aircraft: 1960 to 2019. International 
Council on Clean Transportation. 
https://theicct.org/wp-content/uploads/
2021/06/Aircraft-fuel-burn-trends-sept
2020.pdf T&E+9theicct.org+9theicct.or
g+9

https://theicct.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aircraft-fuel-burn-trends-sept2020.pdf
https://theicct.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aircraft-fuel-burn-trends-sept2020.pdf
https://theicct.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aircraft-fuel-burn-trends-sept2020.pdf
https://theicct.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Aircraft-fuel-burn-trends-sept2020.pdf
https://theicct.org/publication/fuel-burn-of-new-commercial-jet-aircraft-1960-to-2019/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://theicct.org/publication/fuel-burn-of-new-commercial-jet-aircraft-1960-to-2019/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Todays Regulation Standards
[According to the Federal Aviation Administration]

[According to the federal aviation administration]
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_C

ircular/AC_150_5320-5B.pdfSoil tests are not performed to construct a sustainable 
structure within the ecosystem, but rather to understand what 
natural materials need to be replaced or changed to meet the 
standards of the desired infrastructure. (soil)

ACO Airport drainage systems 
https://www.aco.co.za/products/airport-drain
age-systems

https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_150_5320-5B.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_150_5320-5B.pdf


End.


