
 

From this project I learned a lot about Animal use in Biomedicine research in terms of 
how animals are used, what happens to them when they are done with the study, and ways 
that people are pushing for more technological experiments rather than animal 
experiments. I was shocked to learn of the ways they purposely induce stress into lab mice, 
and further surprised that it is a procedure used to develop anxiety medication. It broke my 
heart to learn that people work with these animals thinking they are okay with humans 
poking and prodding at them simply because they cannot speak up for themselves. From 
my own personal experience with my rabbit, I know they hate being picked up, and many 
rabbit pet websites will tell you not to handle them because it is in their nature to be 
stressed out and afraid of big animals picking them up. Yet since they only show this stress 
through a lack of a nose twitch, it goes unnoticed by their handlers.  I also had no idea that 
the animals were being killed after the research ended. I thought they went up for adoption 
all the time. My cousin worked in a cosmetics lab and when one of the dogs was done with 
the research, she adopted him, so I thought that was standard procedure. Lastly, I felt 
much more uplifted by the end of my project to know that there are technological 
advancements going towards replacing animal experimentation with technological testing. 
It is nice to know that if I work hard to refrain from buying animal tested products and 
support legislation to end animal research, that there is a chance it could be replaced 
entirely. It also is somewhat uplifting to think that all the technology that we are developing, 
that is causing so much damage to the environment, has the protentional to do some good 
as well in the name of anti-animal experimentation.  

During this project the biggest challenge I faced was encountering many researchers 
defending the use of animals as a necessary evil. I had to look a little deeper to find articles 
and journals looking to disprove that notion. However, I think finding the pro animal 
research journals first was helpful for developing my argument. I was able to get a good 
understanding of both arguments before deciding my own stance. After reading about all 
the ways that technology will be able to replace animals in the future, I agree that there is 
no need to continue animal testing as a “necessary” evil. The reason this became such a 
challenge is because at first, many of the pro- animal research articles did not seem to be 
supporting it until about halfway through. This became difficult because I would take notes 
on things and begin to formulate ideas and then realize they came from a different stance 
than I intended. However rather than just “throw it out the window” I looked to use it in my 
news article to explain what the justifications are for animal research and why they are 
quickly being dispelled.  

The only thing I think I could have done better was use more pictures. I did not want to 
have an eight- or nine-page document so I kept one page without pictures, but I think it 



could potentially have added a little more to the story. Overall, I think I was very successful 
in this project. I really enjoyed the research, and I was able to take a bunch of different 
articles and put them all in conversation with each other from varying stances on the 
subject.  I believe I was able to write the information in an organized manner with what I 
hope are images that further get the point across. I actually am really proud of how I did on 
this project and I had a lot of fun researching it.  
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